
HARTLAND TOWN BOARD MEETING AGENDA
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2022 7:00PM

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

APPROVAL OF BILLS

RECOGNITION OF JUDY SPENCER

REPORTS
ASSESSOR/ZONING

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

APPOINTMENTS- PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD

YEAR END TRANSFERS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

ADJOURN



FEBRUARY 11,2022

The regular meeting of the Town of Hartland, County of Niagara, State of New York, was held
on the above date at the Town Hall, 8942 Ridge Road, Gasport convening at 7:00 p.m.

Members present:

Supervisor: W. Ross Annable

Councilman: Joseph Reed

Clifford Grant

David Huntington

David Hill

Attorney: David Haylett, Anthony Serianni

Assessor! CEO: Michael Hartman

Attended by: Sign in sheet attached

Supervisor Annable called the meeting to order with all present standing for the pledge to the
flag.

Minutes

RESOLUTION 32-2022

MOTION by Councilman Grant, seconded by Councilman Huntington to adopt the minutes of
the January 5, 2022, and January 13, 2022, meetings as presented.

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Huntington, Hill, Grant Nays: 0 CARRIED

Abstract of Bills

RESOLUTION 33-2022

MOTION by Councilman Reed, seconded by Councilman Grant resolved that the following
bills, as prepared by the Clerk and having been reviewed by the Town Board, be authorized for
payment in the following amounts:

Voucher #s 2022000042 - 2022000140

General: $29,573.42

Part Town: $1720.00



Capital: $16333.80

OWD: $7426.38

Highway: $76,476.80

Refuse: $25,756.38

Fire: $205,433.00

Total: $362,719.78

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Huntington, Hill. Grant Nays: 0 CARRIED

RECOGNITION

Supervisor Annable stated that he had submitted the Judy Spencer’s name for a Small-Town
America award. She was one in one hundred people to have received the award for her
volunteerism and dedication to her community. Supervisor Annable presented the award plaque
to the family of Judy Spencer. He states that although our town lost a very important member, he
hopes that the award gives the family come comfort knowing that her name will be honored and
remembered. Supervisor Annable went on to say that the work the volunteers of our community
do, is what makes rural America so special and that our town could not function without them.
Councilman Reed thanked the volunteer firemen in attendance for all that they do.

ASSESSOR / CEO REPORTS:

Assessor/Code Enforcer Michael Hartman gave his report this month verbally. He stated that the
Cold War Veteran exemption had gone from 10% up to 15% recently. He said housing sales are
still through the roof, citing an example of a house in deplorable condition selling for around
$130,000.00.

Mr. Hartman stated that he had taken in about $1,100 this month from business permit renewals
and he is down to only three court cases for property maintenance issues. He said that he has
about twenty open permits that he is hoping to close before March.

HIGHWAY REPORT: Read and filed

WATER REPORT: Read and filed

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - AGENDA ITEMS: None

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Planning Board Appointment



RESOLUTION 34-2022

MOTION by Councilman Huntington, seconded by Councilman Hill to appoint Steven Urtel to
the Town’s Planning Board.

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Huntington, Hill, Grant Nays: 0 CARRIED

Budget Transfers

RESOLUTION 35-2022

MOTION by Councilman Hill, seconded by Councilman Huntington to authorize budget
transfers (see attached).

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Huntington, Hill, Grant Nays: 0 CARRIED

Supervisor Annable addressed the board to make them aware of a new payroll company that the
Town is looking into. Supervisor Annable states that Judy Slabyk has encountered numerous
customer support issues with EBC, the current payroll company. He suggests that we move
forward with Complete Payroll, as they have more computerized systems for punching
tirnecards. Supervisor Annable states that the service would be about $30.00 per month more
than our current provider, but that it will allow for a more efficient process.

No action was taken on this tonight. Supervisor Annable stated that he just wanted to make the
Board aware that we are looking into payroll companies as of now.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Supervisor Annable called anyone at the meeting to speak for Public Participation.

Peggy Zaepfel introduced herself and stated that she had received a copy of the solar laws from
Somerset. She states that the law is much more comprehensive than the ones that the Town of
Hartland has now. Mrs. Zaepfel goes on to read some of the Somerset laws about Tier 4 solar
panel systems. She stated that these types of solar projects need a lot more applications and
submissions to proceed than in the past. She also spoke with representatives from the Niagara
County Economic Development who thought that Somerset’s laws were very good and
comprehensive. Mrs. Zaepfel states that although we have some solar laws, we do not have
battery storage laws in effect yet. She requests that the Town Board look at battery storage laws
from Somerset, and work to adopt some of our own in the Town of Hartland.

Mrs. Zaepfel voiced her concerns about the impact solar may have on our prime farmland. She
stated that in the world we live in, agriculture will boom, especially in our area due to the Great
Lakes, but that our town will miss out on the economic benefits from that if our prime farmland
is covered by solar panels. She also raised concerns for farms in the Town of Hartland that are
currently purchasing local items from other farmers. Mrs. Zaepfel states that those prices will



increase if farmers are forced to buy from other areas, which will put farmers in the Town of
Hartland out of business.

Mrs. Zaepfel stated that when the Town of Hartland implemented the original solar laws, we
never could have imagined how large solar farms could become. She urged the Town Board to
consider speaking with the Planning Board to brainstorm ideas for newer and more
comprehensive laws to protect our town.

Robert Spencer stepped forward to say that the Planning Board is not at all against solar, but that
they do request a mutually beneficial agreement between the solar companies and the Town of
Hartland. He said that socialist ideologies state that if opinions are differing, they should just
shut up, but that is not how the Town of Hartland should be run. Mr. Spencer states that we need
to use team thinking to come up with the best possible solutions to the inadequate solar laws of
the Town of Hartland. He states that if the Town Board does not follow through with coming up
with more comprehensive laws, that 94C will run the town over like a tank. Mr. Spencer stated
he would like to see a thorough process from research and experience guide our new solar laws.
He states that the Town of Hartland needs to produce a site plan that allows solar to move
forward, while also benefiting our town and the residents in it.

Supervisor Annable stated that when the solar projects came to light, there was a lot of
misinformation given out that the Town Board was trying to secretly push solar projects along,
but that it was not true. He stated that they had a meeting with the Zoning and Planning Boards
together to come up with a plan. He said the goal is to study the process of solar projects and that
permitting for these projects has not been submitted yet. Supervisor Annable states that the Town
Board remains neutral on solar and that he would like to hold public meetings at the Hartland
Fire Hall to give information to the residents about the pros and cons of solar. He states that he
would like to survey the public and get as much participation from residents as possible so we
can decide if solar is worth having, or if the cons outweigh the benefits.

Mr. Spencer asked that the Town Board address solar projects separately from battery storage
laws because they are treated as separate issues. He said that Cambria includes specific bonds
that can end up saving or costing a lot of money for the Town depending on what is put in the
law.

Supervisor Annable states that the Town Board is well aware of the cost factor of solar projects.
He states that solar issues are a two-way street. There are a lot of farmers in the Town of
Hartland that are struggling for more income that could be made by allowing solar projects to
take place on their property. He states that solar issues are very delicate and need to be handled
in such a way that allows all residents to be able to share their opinions.

Mrs. Zaepfel asked why the petition that was submitted to the Town Board pertaining to solar
containing 800-1000 signatures of residents who are against solar is not being considered as part
of the survey.



Supervisor Annable stated that the petition in question had a lot of misinformation that went
along with it. He said that the petition spread rumors about battery storage devices blowing up
our entire town. He said that scare tactics like these are not going to give an accurate
representation of what residents would like to see happen with solar because the misinformation
given to residents isn’t a fair way to decide if they want solar or not. Additionally, there were
illegible signatures and signatures from people who live out of town on the petitions as well. He
states that we are unable to have a public referendum on the issue of solar but even if we could, it
would only allow registered voters to be heard, He reiterated that he would like to have a survey
so that the whole town can participate, whether registered to vote or not. He states that he had
meetings with EMS and Fire Departments and while they agreed battery storage devices pose a
risk, that it is not unmanageable for them.

Mrs. Zaepfel asked if the Town Board would allow other towns to view the survey to be sure it is
worded fairly before sending it out. She stated that anyone can write a survey in such a way that
it sways the public opinion and wants to be sure that the survey is unbiased.

Supervisor Annable stated that he would like to see both pros and cons on the survey itself so
that we have a fair decision being made. He said there is a large financial component to the
taxpayers of the Town of Hartland, and they need to weigh whether or not solar is worth it to
them.

Adjournment

RESOLUTION 36-2022

MOTION by Councilman Hill, seconded by Councilman Huntington that since there is no
further business to come before the board, the meeting be adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

IW)
Rachel M Kushner

Deputy Town Clerk

Next scheduled regular meeting will be March 10, 2022 at 7:00 p. m.



Town of Hartland Highway & Water Departments
January 2022 Report

TO: Hartland Town Board

FROM: Keith Hurtgam, Highway and Water Superintendent

DATE: Thursday, February 10, 2022

HIGHWAY

• Night Shift-There is a person here at 2AM everyday Monday-Friday.
• Plowing and salting as needed.
• Been out with Loaders pushing back snow piles and opening hydrants.
• We have purchased 1260 Tons of salt to date. $76,878.04.
• Been keeping mixed salt in the new salt barn and plain salt in the old salt shed and

blending as we load trucks.
• GIS Heather Lewis from Wendel did a refresher course to teach everyone how to log in

items on the GIS and we went over items that the Town would like to add to the maps.
• Village of Middleport helped us out with boom truck took down 2 leaner trees on Drum

Road.
• Fixed mailboxes that snow knocked off the post if they could not be fixed. We give

people a temporary and it will be up to the homeowner to get a new post and box
installed in the spring and we take our temporary back. If the plow physically hits the
post or box, we will replace. If the snow knocks it down because it is rotten then it’s the
homeowner’s responsibility.

• Lean to on Building 3 Wruck Road-Got quotes for lumber to put a lean to North side
of building 140’ by 20. Lake Shore Metal was low at $16,333.80. We will do this with
Town forces in the spring when weather permits.

WATER

• Repaired leak at 9048 Pearson Road.
• Frozen lines at 2613 Hosmer Road. Requested water off at road.
• 8975 Ridge Road frozen meter.
• Repaired a leak on Chase Road - bolts were rotted off on a mechanical fitting where the

line went from 8” to 6”.
• Read meters for January Water loss is 15.86% (see attached.)

Cemetery

• Dug 2 graves as the frost was too deep for small excavator at the cemetery.
• Snow blew driveways after both major snowstorms with the bobcat.
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EQUIPMENT

ADMINSTRATION (Michelle Wolfe)

HIGHWAY Admin

WATER Admin
.

ACTION NEEDED
.

miw
Attachments:
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East

West

ALL

Loss %

15.86%

Gallons Lost

2,422,075

January 2022 Consumption - NOT separated by sides of Town of this month!

Route Gallons Sold

______ _______ ___________

100 West

______ ______ __________

110 East

_____ _____ _________

120 Stone Rd

______ ______ __________

130 Cntyln Ridgeway

______ ______ __________

140 Cntyln Somerset

______ ______ ___________

200 Irrigation

____________

7,855,315

Town of Ridgeway 4,994,000

Total Sold 12,849,315



Water Account 1/31/2022

Beg Balance 870,097.96

Prior Year

Taxes

Deposits 61,096.28

Interest 14.43

Refund

Health Ins 534.84

AR-French

AR-Bull 50.00

Total Receipts 931,793.51

PR 13,074.05

PR 12,420.29

PR 0.00

Abstract 74,408.28

Refund 0.00
NSF 0.00

National Grid 20.69

Scanner 35.00

Total Disbursements 99,958.31

Balance 831,835.20



To the Town Board of the Town of Hartland:
Pursuant to Section 119 of the Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of monies received
during the month of January 31 2022

Fund General General PT Highway

Beg. Balance 115,51614 18201.73 74,57346
Savings 25,000.00 75,000.00
Interest 0.38 0.34 0.60
Planning/Zoning 846.00
Dogs 459.00
Town Clerk/Cons 510.46
Park Lights
Misc/Registry 1,753.00
Health Ins. 748.80 213.94
Mortgage Tax
Snow & Ice
Teitsworth
Sales tax 19,082.45 5,958.35 106,200.21
Niagara County recreation 3,000.00
Justice Court 2728.00
TTNillage/MVFC 1,686.05
Town of Royalton 11,215.00
Niagara Metals

From Capital projects
Total Receipts 140,339.23 53,465.42 268,889.26

Disbursements

To Savings 100,000.00
To Water
Abstract 60,375.89 11,051.37 82,373.73
Payroll 21,571.69 1,324.91 12,152.52
Payroll 13,440.54 571.05 10,766.97
PR
ARPA Money to Capital Projects
HVFC-Bingo refund
Total Disbursements 95,388.12 12,947.33 205,293.22

Balance 44,951.11 40,518.09 63,596.04

Savings 526,991.42 27,158.78 377,535.27

Total 571,942.53 67,676.87 441,131.31



To: Town of Hartland Town Board

TRANSFERS

December 31, 2021

Transfer From: Transfer To: Amount

B.8020.400 Planning Cont B.8020.100 Personal Services 125.00

A.1670.400 Central Print A.1620.400 Buildings 1,496.55
A.1330.400 Tax Collection Cont A. 1410.400 Town Clerk Cont 1,388.87
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